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eeedings because they thought I was only writing to them.
"It is enough to give any one a sense of sardonic amuse-
ment to see the way in which the people generally, not only
in my own country but elsewhere, gage the work purely
by the fact that it succeeded. If I had not brought about
peace I should have been laughed at and condemned. Now
I am over-praised. I am credited with being extremely
longheaded, etc. As a matter of fact I took the position
I finally did not of my own volition but because events so
shaped themselves that I would have felt as if I was flinch-
ing from a plain duty if I had acted otherwise. "

A note which the President wrote to the German Ambas-
sador at Washington, Count Speck von Sternburg, on Sep-
tember 6, 1905, shows how cordially and promptly the
Kaiser cooperated with Eoosevelt in bringing pressure
onjhe Czar : "If you see His Majesty tell him (but only
for his own. ear) that in Meyer's last audience with the
Czar the latter commented upon the fact that whenever
Meyer made a visit to him, simultaneously there came a
cable from the German Emperor. I think this may amuse
the Emperor."

To Whitelaw Eeid, in London, he wrote on September
11, 1905: "The Kaiser stood by me like a trump. I did
not get much direct assistance from the English Govern-
ment, but I did get indirect assistance, for I learned that
they forwarded to Japan my note to Durand, and I think
that the signing of the Anglo-Japanese treaty made Japan
feel comparatively safe as to the future."

On September 6, 1905, the President sent a long letter to
the Mikado, written in his own hand, which is well worth
reproducing here in full:

"To IIi$ Majesty, the Emperor of Japan:

" Through Baron Komura I send you this letter, to ex-
press, as strongly as I can, my sense of the magnanimity,
and above all of the cool-headed, far-sighted wisdom, you